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EU Presidency: Portugal
takes the lead

Portugal has ambitious aims on its
agenda as it takes the political helm of
the EU from July - a new Treaty, prepara-
tions for the next round of the Lisbon
(growth and jobs) strategy; justice,
freedom and security in an enlarged
area without borders (Schengen), and
relations with the rest of the world,
especially Africa. Continuing the progress
made during the German presidency
towards a new treaty, the Portuguese
government hosted an intergovernmen-
tal conference on 23-24 July to draft the
document. The treaty should then be
adopted at an informal summit in Lisbon
in October. “A lot of work lies ahead of
us, but now we have the conditions to
progress. This objective is our absolute
priority for the coming months.” said
Portuguese Prime Minister Jose Socrates.
Succeeding the Portuguese Presidency
in the first half of 2008 will be Slovenia.

For more information:
www.ue2007.pt/UE/VEN/

New online information tool on
taxes in EU Member States

The European Commission has launched
a new information tool for citizens and
business called “Taxes in Europe”, an
on-line database which provides informa-
tion on the main taxes in force in the
Member States. In a user-friendly interface,
it offers information on around 500
taxes, such as tax base, main exemptions,
rate applicable, as provided to the
European Commission by the national
authorities. In addition, it gives informa-
tion on the revenue generated by each
tax. Access is free for all users. The “Taxes
in Europe” database covers all main taxes
in revenue terms, including personal
income taxes, corporate income taxes,
value added taxes, and excise duties. The
database also has information on the
main social security contributions. Customs
duties and tariffs are not included in the
new database, but are instead provided
by the Commission’s TARIC database (see
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/dds/
en/tarhome.htm).

For more information:

http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/
taxinv/welcome.do

Cyprus and Malta to adopt
the euro in 2008

The European Commission on 16 May
concluded that Cyprus and Malta have
achieved a high degree of sustainable
economic convergence with the euro
area Member States and that they fulfil
the necessary conditions to adopt the
euro. On the basis of these positive
Convergence Reports, the Commission
proposes to the EU Council that Cyprus
and Malta adopt the euro on the 1 of
January 2008. The final decision was
taken by EU Finance Ministers in July,
after consultation of the European Parlia-
ment, and following a discussion by EU
leaders at their June summit.

For more information:

http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/
news/hotissues/2007/
convergence_malta_cyprus/main_en.htm

Malta

EU Roaming Regulation now
in force

This summer Europe’s consumers will
be able to take advantage of cheaper
roaming rates as the EU Roaming Regu-
lation entered into force across the EU
on 30 June. The Regulation effectively
means families and companies can
benefit from a 'Eurotariff’ that sets a
maximum per minute limit for calls
made (€0.49 excl. VAT) and received
(€0.24 excl. VAT) when abroad in
Europe. Competition is expected to
further drive prices down. The Com-
mission’s roaming site provides tips for
consumers and information on how to
get the new Eurotariff.

For more information:
http://ec.europa.eu/roaming

A clip to promote an EU fuhd that supports
European films

EU Tube - Sharing the sights and
sounds of Europe on YouTube

‘EU Tube’ - the Commission’s new
channel on YouTube was launched on
29 June. The non-exclusive arrangement
between the European Commission and
YouTube aims to present new and
innovative ways of informing people
on the activities of the European Union
through video clips that illustrate the
main issues facing citizens from across
the 27 member states. Currently, users
can watch approximately 50 video clips
on a wide-range of topics - from the EU’s
first post-war historical steps to today’s
need to safeguard the environment and
combat climate change. “This initiative
reflects the Commission’s commitment
to better explain its policies and actions
on issues which concern citizens across
the EU - such as climate change, energy
or immigration” said Margot Wallstrom,
Vice-President for Institutional Relations
and Communication Strategy.

Discover what's on EU Tube:
www.youtube.com/eutube
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The European Union at 50:
Something worth celebrating

This year marks the 50"
anniversary of the European
Union. Activities have taken
place in Europe and around
the world to celebrate the
signing of the Treaties of Rome,
the agreements from which the
modern-day EU has grown.

But what exactly should we be celebrat-
ing? The Treaties of Rome, for all their
historical importance are basically dry,
legal documents. They reflect as much
the essence of today’s European Union
as chassis specifications capture the
spirit of a Ferrari.

The best way to celebrate 50 years
of the EU is to mark its achievements;
achievements which have brought real
benefits not only to Europeans but also
to many millions around the world.

Freedom for example. Until the end of
the Cold War half of Europe lived under
dictatorships. Today, democracy has taken
root across almost the entire continent.
The possibility of joining the EU encour-

aged many countries, from Spain and
Portugal 25 years ago to Croatia and
Turkey today to change for the better.

The EU provides many other freedoms
for European citizens: the freedom to
travel, the freedom to work and offer
services across the EU, the freedom to
live in peace and not least the freedom
to speak and express ones self according
to one’s conscience without fear of
imprisonment or reprisal.

Prosperity is not a bad example either.
Europe’s living standards have increased
and productivity has boomed over the
last 50 years. By bringing down barriers
to trade between EU members Europe
and Europeans have benefited tremen-

EUtoday No.30« August 2007



dously. Today, the EU single market is
by far the largest in the world, worth
some 670 billion euros in 2006, putting
it ahead of the US and way ahead of
Japan, China and India.

When it comes to regulations surely no
one does it better! Yet as a result of all
those often maligned rules European
citizens can be confident that the food
they eat is healthy and the products
they use are safe. Remember acid rain?
Europe’s environment has benefited
considerably from rules on industrial
emissions and water quality. EU regula-
tions now set standards and are often
copied worldwide. Meanwhile, we lead
by example on questions such as climate
change and energy security.

Beyond Europe’s borders the EU plays
a role, directly or indirectly, in the lives
of billions.

We tackle poverty and provide humani-
tarian assistance wherever it is required.
One frequently forgotten fact is that the
European Union is already the world’s
largest donor of international assistance.
We currently provide 60% of the world’s
official development assistance, the
European Commission alone providing

over €7 billion every year.
GEthes

- SINCE 1957

EU 50™ ANNIVERSARY

Almost half of all foreign direct invest-
ment in the world comes from the EU,
creating countless thousands of jobs.
The Union also promotes trade to drive
development. Fortress Europe? The EU
imports more agricultural products from
developing countries than the US, Canada
and Japan combined. Meanwhile, over
60% of exports from the world’s poorest
countries head for the EU market.

We cooperate with countries on issues like
energy, the environment, human rights and
international organised crime; respond
rapidly to humanitarian emergencies, and
increasingly take part in peacemaking
and peacekeeping missions.

So is the European Union perfect? Of

course not. Similar to many 50-year-olds,
the EU finds itself middle-aged and
self-doubting. Issues concerning future
enlargement, the Union’s internal archite-
ture, and foreign policy hotspots such
as Iraq all loom large. While perhaps
more worrying is the perception of many
Europeans that Europe’s leaders are out
of step with popular opinion.

These issues may well grab the headlines;
bad news always does.

The fact is Europe’s successes don’t make
headlines. Once achieved, they are taken
for granted, becoming part of the fabric
of European life. They would only be
noticed if they were gone.

Perhaps therefore one way to celebrate
50 years of EU successes would be to
follow Slovenian journalist Radovan
Geist's idea of a 'Europe-free’ Day once
a year.

For one day all those tiresome and unnec-
essary EU regulations could be got rid of.
The result? Eurosceptics would be happy.
They could believe their bananas were
a different shape, not just the one they
think (erroneously) European regulations
prescribe. They could also buy things
measured in pounds; drink in pints; and
spend in francs. Ah the good old days!

But there would be more to come:
member states would close their borders
again, with checks at frontiers and some-
times even visa regimes. Travel would take
longer and be more expensive. People
working abroad might lose their right
to do so; some students’ scholarships
may disappear and many university
degrees would no longer be recognised.
Dioxin could appear on dinner plates
again and sulphur dioxide taint the air.
Multiple, fluctuating exchange rates
would reappear and prices of goods
and services increase due to the disinte-
gration of the single market.

And for those outside the EU? Trade
with the Union would stop as exporters
get to grips with 27 sets of rules instead
of just one. Vital aid for many around
the world would dry up and security
deteriorate as EU peacekeepers return
to their barracks.

Fifty years of the European Union. It's
something worth celebrating.

Off to a strange start

For a treaty that has helped bring
peace and stability to Europe for
so long it got off to a very strange
start.

On 27 March 1957 leaders of six
European nations met in the majes-
tic surroundings of Michelangelo’s
elegant Capitoline Palace situated
at the top of one of Rome’s seven
hills to sign what became known
as the Treaties of Rome.

The signing of the Treaties marked
the beginning of the process from
which today’s European Union has
grown.

Yet it’s hard to imagine what was
going through the minds of the
European leaders when they discov-
ered what they would be signing.

What was brought to Rome was
a rough copy of the Treaties,
covered in handwritten correc-
tions, still to be properly formatted
by a printer in Rome.

However due to last minute bicker-
ing over wording, over zealous
cleaners throwing away the papers
and a team of student helpers
going on strike the Treaties were
never printed in time.

All that could be prepared for the
signing ceremony were the first
and last pages of the two thick vol-
umes. Between them, there was
nothing but empty pages!
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The first 50 years
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The European Union has achieved much in its first
50 years. Here are a few examples.

Home to innovation

Europe is home to innovation and has
produced many of the products and
services we take for granted. For example
EU funding helped develop the GSM
standard for mobile phones, now used
by more than one billion people in over
130 countries.
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A European identity

9 May is Europe Day. Europe Day is as
much a symbol of European success as
the European flag, motto (United in
Diversity), anthem (Beethoven’s ‘Ode to
Joy’) and the euro.
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A growing family

Nothing succeeds like success. Over the
years, more and more countries have
asked to join the EU. In 1957 we were
six; today the EU stands 27-strong.
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Commitment to free trade

With close to 500 million consumers the
EU single market is the world’s largest
free trade area. The EU market is also
an open market; a key destination for
exports from countries around the
world. Europe imports more agricultural
products from developing countries than
the US, Japan and Canada together.
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Human rights and democracy

Europe is the birthplace of democracy.
Today the EU is a living model of political
stability, peace, respect for minority rights
and mutual tolerance. The EU defends
these values and promotes them world-
wide through partnership and dialogue.
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Aid from Europe

The EU is the world's biggest donor of
development assistance, helping bring
stability and prosperity to many parts of
the globe. The Union also promotes trade
to drive development with over 60% of
exports from Least Developed Countries
heading for the EU.
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The EU 50" anniversary

500 nmwalisu

The euro

Europe’s single currency is now used by
13 countries. Two more, Cyprus and
Malta will do so in 2008. The euro makes
it easier to do business or travel in the
euro-zone.
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Environmental guardian

For decades the EU has helped achieve
measurable results in areas such as
recycling, acid rain and industrial
emissions. Today the EU takes the lead
in combating climate change, setting
ambitious targets for reductions of
greenhouse gasses it emits.
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Safe and healthy

European consumers want to be sure
the products they buy are high quality,
and above all safe. The EU has led the
way in ensuring that this is the case.
EU rules now set standards, and are
often copied worldwide.
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Cultural diversity

Preservation and promotion of cultural
diversity are amongst the founding
principles of the EU. Today the union
has 23 official languages and supports
actions in the performing arts, visual arts,
literature, music, history and cultural
heritage amongst others.
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Keeping the peace

EU has brought peace to most of Europe,
with conflicts between its members
unthinkable. Today, the EU also plays
an increasing role in peacekeeping,
peacemaking and humanitarian missions
around the world.
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Educational excellence

No other region can match the sheer
diversity and quality of educational
opportunities offered in the EU. The
Erasmus Mundus programme offers
Masters Degree scholarships to students
from around the world to study in Europe.
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For more information see:
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The European Union & Thailand =
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The European Union enjoys a multi-faceted
relationship with Thailand. We work
with Thai counterparts in areas such as
knowledge sharing and technology. We
also play an active role as a partner for
policy dialogue on key development
issues on the bilateral and regional level.
On the trade front, the EU single market
remains a major export destination for
Thai products. Collaboration with business
associations and government agencies
helps Thai enterprises adapt to EU legisla-
tion and stay competitive.

However, the success of the EU-Thailand
relationship is mostly down to people.
To mark the EU's 50" anniversary we
have highlighted a number of Thai
citizens who have, in their own way,
contributed to EU-Thailand understand-
ing. Their efforts must be applauded.
And we encourage others, both Thai and
European, to play a role too.

Musical

Ambassador
NAaNLAUAS

Indhuon Srikaranonda with her husband
and daughter

Europe is famed worldwide
for its rich heritage of classical
music. And it is through
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classical music that a Thai

pianist is giving Europeans a
new perspective of Thailand
and its many artistic talents.

Indhuon Srikaranonda is one of the
Kingdom'’s finest classical pianists and
one of the very few Thais to have per-
formed at the highest levels in Europe.

“Most of the time | perform in chamber
music festivals where | am invited to play
with other musicians. In Finland | once
played one big festival where | had to
perform in 10-15 concerts over a quite
short time. It was a lot.”

Indhuon’s links with Europe go deeper
than just a love of music.

Her father, himself a renowned musician, is
half Portuguese while Indhuon’s husband
is a well-known Lithuanian pianist.

"My teacher was a famous French pianist

Keeping it
simple
MiSovennlkigiooe

For many it is far away and
complicated; hardly surprising
then that the Thai public finds
it difficult to understand the
European Union and European
Issues in general.

For Dr Kamron Inthanoochai,
this is something he has been
trying to remedy for the past
15 years.

A self-avowed Europhile, Dr Kamron,
spent more than 10 years studying in the
Netherlands, France and UK.

“After returning from the UK in 1991
| noticed Thai people were not very
well informed about the EU. There were
almost no EU books in bookshops
while newspapers only gave very brief
information.”

Working to fill the knowledge gap, Dr
Kamron began a weekly column in a
well-known Thai-language newspaper.

Now in its 15" year, the column focuses
on presenting the EU and various European
issues in an easily understandable manner.

so | was often in France. It was there where
I met my husband,” Khun Indhuon says.

“We go back to Lithuania every year
where we play concerts together, playing
either one piano together or two pianos
at the same time.”

Khun Indhuon has also taken to the stage
in Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands,
France, the UK and Portugal.

“| always feel proud to be a Thai pianist
as there are not many of us. People are
often amazed when they find out | am
not Japanese or Korean. | am always
well received. However, sometimes
people are very surprised; some don't
know there are pianos in Thailand!"”

Besides playing concerts, Indhuon also
teaches in addition to organizing events
and competitions.

"I brought two Thai students to compete
in Lithuania. One of the students won.
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“In my column | never declare myself as
an academic,” Dr Kamron says. “I am a
layman and | like to make ordinary people
understand. It is important to put things
across simply.”

A recent column for example looked at
Ireland’s economic success story as a
model for countries wishing to get ‘rich’
quickly.

Dr Kamron has also authored a number
of books about the EU. These look at the
birth of the European Union and the EU’s
role as the world’s leading trading power.

A series of publications help Thai students
learn about studying in the UK, Nether-
lands, Germany, France and Finland.

“Thai students still don't know enough
about going to Europe. It is home to

excellent educational establishments.
Universities in many countries are
free of charge while the cost of
living can be low.”

Meanwhile an upcoming
publication will provide
practical information about
obtaining visas to visit or
study in Europe.

“European civilisation,
history and cultural values
make for a wonderful
way of life, ” says Dr
Kamron. “I simply like
to inform people

about it.”

The people there now know Thailand
pretty well,” she says.

“Classical music is not really part of Thai
culture but for Europeans it is in their
blood. If an Asian performer comes to
play and if they like it, they feel you have
understood their culture. If they like me
and | play well, then that’s great.”
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The European Union & Thailand =

Knwalsu & Us:IinAlng

Helping industry help itself

soslron WnssuaUldadEIoD

Thailand’s electrical and
electronics industry is now
emerging as a standards and
best practice leader for
Southeast Asia after embracing
new European Union
regulations on substances
harmful to human health

and the environment.

Taking the lead has been The National
Metal and Materials Technology Center
(MTEC) of the Ministry of Science and
Technology which decided early on to
take a positive approach to new EU
regulations. Rather than just do the bare
minimum to comply, MTEC, with support
from the EU, opted to raise standards
across the entire industry.

“It demanded quite a lot of effort to
collect experts together to brainstorm
and also for the training,” explains Dr
Nudjarin Ramungul, a researcher at
MTEC's ceramics research group.

Upgrading the industry’s knowledge and
understanding of new regulations to
ensure compliance brought together
industry and expanded links with Euro-
pean institutions and customers.

“Developing channels that link to Europe
have become very important, such that
we can look where everybody else is
and how they plan to move and adjust
ourselves accordingly.”

In taking a holistic, pro-active approach
MTEC has brought about a qualitative
change. "What we give them is the knowl-
edge and the methods to do it in a
better, more sustainable and systematic
way that benefits everybody. This way
the industry, the stakeholders, they feel
good also, they're proud they can make
good products, rather than thinking
that this is a one-off non-tariff barrier,”
says Dr Nudjarin.

Industry now takes a more positive view
of European Union lawmaking and stan-
dards-setting. “While most stakeholders
say the costs of compliance are high, their

competitive levels improve and they can
do more than their competitors to access
the global markets,” observes Dr Nudjarin.

This strong response from industry has
encouraged the Thai government to align
its domestic regulations on hazardous
substances in the electrical and electron-
ics industries with the European Union’s
regulations.

“The government is enacting a law
closely modelled on the EU directive.
After going through this process we
have convinced the industries so that
they understand why we should have all
this,” says Dr Nudjarin.

Dr Nudjarin Ramungkul
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Spreading the word
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Dr Charit Tingsabadh (2nd left) with staff of the CES

“In the early 90s there was a
feeling people in Asia did not
know enough about Europe,”
explains Dr Charit Tingsabadh,
Director of the university’s
Centre for European Studies
(CES).

This perception, coupled with
Europe’s growing relations with
the region helped give rise to
the programme of European
studies at Chulalongkorn
University, some 15 years ago.

“When we started it was a bit experi-
mental. There was heavy input from
European professors giving lectures but
they were not easy to insert into the nor-
mal teaching programme. We had to
search around to find slots. Nevertheless
people turned up to hear them talk.”

From such beginnings grew a thriving
MA programme and the highly active
CES. A recently introduced course for
undergraduates has proven popular
while an international programme is
due for launch soon.

“The MA programme has been very
successful. It provides specialist know-
ledge of contemporary Europe and helps
students in their career paths be they
in foreign affairs or the private sector,”
says Dr Charit.

The CES meanwhile undertakes research
and holds a regular programme of semi-
nars and events.

“The CES has helped
raise awareness of Eu-
rope, made more people
familiar with contempo-
rary European issues. Our
annual teacher training
programme for example
sees high school teachers
come every year expect-
ing to hear new things.
They don’t want to hear
about history,” Dr Charit
observes.

For Dr Charit, Europe plays an important
role that should be understood.

“The role of Europe as a trading partner
has become so important in terms of
regulations and the European way of
doing things.

“For example recently we held a seminar
with the European Commission Delega-
tion to mark the 50" anniversary of the
Treaties of Rome. On the same day, in
the same hotel there was also a seminar
for Thai industry to explain the EU’s
REACH chemical legislation.”

After 15 years what does the future hold
for European studies at Chulalongkorn?

“Qur vision is to expand,” Dr Charit says,
“We want to see more Thai academics
involved and more students interested
to learn.”
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EU ambassadors celebrate
Europe Day

On 9 May a cross-section of diplomats,
business and political figures from the
international and Thai communities
gathered at the Oriental Hotel to celebrate
Europe Day. This year’s event also
celebrated the 50th anniversary of the
signing of the Treaties of Rome under the
theme “Together since 1957".

Dr Friedrich Hamburger (eighth from left),
Ambassador - Head of Delegation is joined by
EU Ambassadors and distinguished guests.
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Front row, from fourth left: Jan Baele, DG SANCO, Nad/a SKRK,
Head of National Contact point for RASFF in Slovenia; Patrick
Deboyser, EC Delegation; Paola Picotto, Director of the 6th
Office of Emergency and Crisis Unit-Ministry of Health of Italy;
Regina Pihlakas; Sanchai Tontyaporn, ARASF Manager and

ASEAN experts

EU-Asean experts discuss
Rapid Alert System to promote
food safety

A regional workshop on “The EU Rapid Alert
System for Food and Feed (RASFF)” was held
in Bangkok 12-14 June. Financed by the
European Commission’s Health and Consumer
Protection Directorate-General (SANCO),
the workshop aimed at assisting targeted
countries namely Bangladesh, Brunei,
Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Laos, Burma/
Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam
to efficiently interact with the EU RASFF.

Sustainable tourism promoted

The Environmental Research Institute of
Chulalongkorn University and the Natural
Guide (Under Bumi Kita Foundation-Paris)
organised a workshop on “Meeting EU
Standards for Sustainable Tourism” 2-4
May. The workshop was aimed at increasing
the understanding of European standards
for sustainable tourism.
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Thai agri-business discussed

The International Institute for Trade and
Development (ITD), with the support of
the European Commission and UNCTAD,

organised a workshop on "WTO
Agreements and EU Requirements on
SPS, TBT and Environment: Challenges
and Opportunities for Thailand’s agri-
business’ at the Shangri-La Hotel 24-25
May. The event aimed at enhancing
knowledge and understanding of the
agricultural and business community in
Thailand concerning the WTO and EU
requirements and their potential effects
on agricultural trade flows.
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From left: Suchart Chawangkul,
Deputy Executive Director of ITD;

Dr Kanok Katikarn, Secretary-General
of the Office of Agricultural Economics
of Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives; Dr Sorajak Kasemsuvan,
Executive Director of ITD; and
Jean-Jacques Bouflet,

Head of Trade and Economic Section
of EC Delegation
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From left: Eric Habers, EC Delegation; Sascha Ruhland, Fraunhofer Institute for Systems and
Innovation Research; Dr Charit Tingsabadh, Director of Centre for European Studies,
Chulalongkorn University; Lena Gustafsson, Deputy Director-General, VINNOVA, Stockholm,
Sweden; Asst Prof Surat Horachaikul, Faculty of Political Science; Timo Kekkonen,

Director, Innovation, Environment and Competences Confederation of Finnish Industries,
Helsinki, Finland; Chris North, Deputy Director for EU and International Innovation Policy,
Department of Trade and Industry, UK; Asst Prof Jorgen Lindgaard Pedersen,

Technical University of Denmark, Copenhagen, Denmark

EU Research and Innovation
Strategies: Lessons for
Thailand and Emerging
Economies

A seminar entitled 'EU Research and
Innovation Strategies: Lessons for
Thailand and Emerging Economies’
was organised 25-26 April by the
Centre for European Studies, the
Mission of Thailand to the European
Communities and Royal Thai Embassies
in Europe with support from the
Delegation. Participating in the seminar
were experts from Thai and European
innovation agencies as well as some
80 Thai academics, government
officials and representatives of the public
and private sectors.

Green-designed houses for
tsunami victims

A hand over ceremony of 56 houses
constructed through an EU-funded
initiative took place on 14 July at
Ban Nam Kem, Pang Nga Province.
The project helped families affected
by the tsunami in Ban Nam Kem get back
on their feet by providing cost-effective,
environmentally friendly houses.
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From left: Winai Buapradit, Governor of
Phang Nga Province; Pichai Rattakul,

Former President of Rotary International;
Eric Habers, Counsellor of EC Delegation
and Paiboon Wattanasiritham, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Social Development
and Human Security, cut the ribbon to mark
the hand over ceremony.

European and Asian experts
bring intellectual property
issues to the classroom

Some 100 European and Asian academics,
government officials and representatives
of the public and private sectors took
part in the EU-ASEAN Regional Conference
on Intellectual Property (IP) Education
and Networking 28 - 30 May to support
the drafting and development of IP
curricula and teaching materials for
ASEAN universities. The event was jointly
organised by the EU-funded EC-ASEAN
Intellectual Property Rights Co-operation
Programme (ECAP Il) and the ASEAN
University Network (AUN) in co-operation
with Chulalongkorn University.

From left: Eric Habers, Counsellor of EC
Delegation, and Prof Dr Khunying Suchada
Kiranandana, President of Chulalongkorn
University, speak at the conference.
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Thai textiles indWstrgl=

as manufacturer a
European Union

‘Flower logo’

Thai textiles companies have
achieved world and Asian firsts
by successfully obtaining the
European environmental mark,
the ‘Flower Logo’ as part of a
European Union-funded
initiative.

rded

The ‘Flower Logo’ is the EU's official
eco-label aimed at promoting the
design, production, marketing and use
of products and services that have a
reduced environmental impact during
their entire life cycle.

For the textiles industry, manufacturers
must prove there is very limited release
into the water supply of chlorine based
substances as well as metals or dyes dan-
gerous to health and the environment.

An EU-funded initiative set out to help
the Thai textile industry get to grips
with EU rules and standards necessary to
attain the ‘Flower Logo'.

Through partnership among the National
Metal and Materials Technology Centre
(MTEC), Thailand Textile Institute (THTI),
Kasetsart University (KU) and the Danish
Technological Institute, four textile
companies took part in a pilot phase of
the project.

The achievements of the project have
been far higher than expected.

Of the companies participating, Green-
ville Trading Company Limited made
history in May 2007 when it became the
world’s first silk company awarded the

‘Flower Logo’. Meanwhile, in March 2007
Rama Textile Industry and Thong Thai
Textile Co. Ltd, gained the logo for cotton
yarn and cotton cloth, becoming the
first textiles companies to do so in Asia.
The other company, Asia Fiber Public Co.,
Ltd. was awarded in April 2007.

The Head of Delegation of the European
Commission to Thailand Ambassador
Friedrich Hamburger said “The success of
these companies in attaining the Flower
Logo will help the Thai textiles industry
emerge as a standards and best practice
leader for Asia.”

“This initiative is an excellent example
of today’s co-operation between the
EU and Thailand: pragmatic projects
with very real benefits for those who
participate,” he added.

Thai textile exports are in the region
of 200 billion baht a year. The EU is
Thailand’s second largest textile market,
importing Thai textiles worth some 40
billion baht annually.

The “Capacity building of Thai institu-
tions and textile industry on EU standards
and Eco-labels” initiative was co-funded
by the European Union through its Small
Projects Facility (SPF). The SPF aims to
enhance the relationship between the
European Union and Thailand on trade,
investment and related areas by helping
Thai organizations better understand
EU rules and requirements concerning
specific sectors or products.

More information about

the EU Eco-label can be found at:
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/
ecolabel/index_en.htm

or contact the EC Delegation’s
Business Information Centre

Tel: 0 2305-2600/2700 ext. 2634
E-mail: delegation-thailand-bic@ec.
europa.eu

Website: www.deltha.ec.europa.
eu/bic
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From left: Dr Paritud Bhandubanyong, MTEC Director; HE Dr Friedrich Hamburger,
Ambassador-Head of the Delegation; HE Dr Yongyuth Yutthawong, Science and Technology
Minister; Mr Pilan Dhammongkol, General Manager of Greenville Trading Co., Ltd.; Mr Virat
Tandaechanurat, Executive Director of Thailand Textile Institute
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Belng alert to
food safety

ASEAN experts met with
European counterparts in
Bangkok recently to learn
about the European Union’s
rapid alert system for Food
and Feed (RASFF) and to
discuss how the European
experience can help similar
initiatives in this region.

The EU RASFF, introduced in 1979, is the
world’s most developed and effective
system for the rapid notification of
direct and indirect risks to human health
deriving from food or feed produced in
and imported to the EU. It is a tool for
exchange of information among 27 EU
Member States plus Norway, Iceland and
Lichtenstein.

Under the RASFF, whenever a member
of the network has any information
relating to the existence of a serious risk
to human health, this information is
immediately transmitted to the other

EUtoday No.30« August 2007

members of the network.

Due to the EU RASFF's effective infor-
mation-exchange system, risks can be
identified immediately and appropriate
emergency responses taken. As a result,
the EU RASFF enables all members to
contribute to a higher level of consumer
health protection.

“The Rapid Alert System for Food and
Feed plays a crucial role in ensuring the
safety of the food supply for European
consumers,” said Patrick Deboyser,
Minister Counsellor in charge of Public
Health and Food Safety in the Delegation
of the European Commission to Thailand.
“It is therefore satisfying to see that
ASEAN is the first region in the world,
other than the EU, to contemplate the
introduction of a similar system.”

Thailand’s total food exports to the EU in
2006 were 2.2 billion euros. However
contamination with prohibited substances
still poses a problem with records showing
in 2005 that 117 notifications were made
concerning products from Thailand.

“It is hoped that better knowledge of the
EU RASFF would contribute to Thailand’s
efforts in developing an effective food
safety control system where a well-
established information exchange network
plays an important role. This would lead
to domestic consumer health protection
and a reinforced position in international
food trade markets,” said Mr Deboyser.

EU funding helps Thai
authorities roll out
food alert system

Funding by the EU’s Small Projects
Facility (SPF), has helped the Food
and Drug Administration (FDA)
of Thailand push forward the
establishment of their food alert
system.

The SPF funding saw the Food
Safety Authority of Ireland provide
technical assistance to the FDA
to help save time and accelerate
implementation of the system.
This assistance helped the FDA
overcome the bottlenecks or
gaps that stymied the rapid
sharing of information and coor-
dinated responses to food safety
emergencies. Capacity was also
built to ensure the system works
effectively and efficiently.

For more information on

the EU RASFF, see:
http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/
rapidalert/index_en.htm

or contact the EC Delegation’s
Business Information Centre

Tel: 0 2305-2600/2700 ext. 2634
E-mail: delegation-thailand-bic@ec.
europa.eu

Website: www.deltha.ec.europa.
eu/bic
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EU leaders have decided

upon the framework for a new
treaty that will help a 27-strong
European Union effectively
meet the challenges it faces

on the European and global
stages.

The EU is founded on
a number of legally-
binding treaties which /
set out exactly how

the EU operates. /

With 12 new members
joining the EU since
2004 the Union’s internal
architecture was under strain.
Meanwhile, issues such as
climate change, energy security and
immigration called for increased emphasis
at the EU level.

A proposed ‘Constitutional Treaty’ set
out to address many of these questions.
However ‘no’ votes cast in referenda on
the ‘Constitution’ by France and the
Netherlands in 2005 forced the EU to
rethink how best to proceed.

Marathon discussions that ended in the
early hours of 23 June saw EU leaders
decide upon the key areas that a new treaty
to take the EU forward should feature.

The EU leaders found solutions to a
number of difficult issues. The new text
will make the Charter of Fundamental
Rights legally binding. The EU will have
a High Representative for foreign affairs
and security policy to reinforce the
EU’s cohesion in external affairs and
a permanent president; other achieve-
ments include an increased role for
national parliaments and a reduced
number of Commissioners from 2014.

An intergovernmental conference will
now work out the ways in which existing
treaties need amending to make a bigger
EU more efficient and democratically
accountable at home and more effective
in the world. A text is expected by the
end of 2007.

The new treaty will then have to be
ratified by all member countries before
the European Parliament elections in
2009. Once ratified, the treaty will come
into force in 2009.
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For more information

on the Reform Treaty, see:
qleyaiafsufiony ws “wamiulvel
ABan1 Reform Treaty’ Alan:
http://europa.eu/abc/treaties/
index_en.htm
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How the European Union works

The EU-Thailand Economic Co-operation Small Project Facility (SPF)

The EU-Thailand Economic Co-operation Small

Project Facility (SPF) was a European Union-

funded initiative that helped locally-based

organisations get to grips with many of the

complexities governing modern-day trade and
investment. From 2005-2007 the SPF funded

some 40 projects and activities covering areas

ranging from food safety to solar energy. This
publication sets out to highlight the
achievements of the SPF and the role it has
played in fostering EU-Thailand economic
relations.

50 ways forward - Europe’s best success
Catalogue number: NA-77-07-065-EN-C
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http://ec.europa.eu/publications/booklets/others/65/index_en.htm

On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the
Treaties of Rome, this booklet aims to show- in
an attractive and entertaining way - 50 stories
of how people in Europe, and beyond, have
benefited, and will continue to benefit, from
European cooperation. The 50 examples are
taken from all areas of EU activities and from
across the years.

Travelling in Europe 2007

Map-leaflet - folded: 22.5 x 10.5 cm
Catalogue number: NA-76-06-304-EN-C
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http://ec.europa.eu/publications/booklets/eu_glance/63/index_en.htm

Europe: a continent with thousands of years of
history, a rich cultural heritage and some of the
world’s most breathtaking scenery. So much for
the traveller to discover and explore and all made
much easier thanks to the European Union. For
more information, helpful tips and a map of
Europe, see this leaflet.
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How the EU work - Your guide to the EU institution

50 pp. - 16.2 x 22.9 cm
Catalogue number: NA-76-06-088-EN-C

http://europa.eu.int/comm/publications/booklets/eu_glance/53/index_en.htm

This updated edition presents the role and
functioning of each of the EU institutions. It sets
out the answers to what each of these
institutions do, how they work together and who
is responsible for what in clear and simple
language.
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Library collection donated to
Chiang Mai University
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Ambassador Dr Friedrich Hamburger, Head of the Delegation, presents an EU publication to
Assoc Prof Dr Vajara Rujiwetpongstorn, Vice President for Administrative Affairs at
Chiang Mai University while other EU ambassadors and Chiang Mai University faculty look on.

A European Union library collection was
donated to Chiang Mai University 14 May
to mark the auspicious occasion of HM
the King's 80" birthday anniversary.

The collection comprises over 740 books from 20 EU countries
donated by the European Union Member States embassies
and cultural organisations as well as the Delegation of the
European Commission. A wide variety of topics are covered
ranging from history and politics to art, design and culture,
giving students a fascinating and informative insight into the
European Union and its member states.
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The Delegation of
the European Commission

The European Commission’s Delegations are
diplomatic missions and represent European
interests in many areas. They do not duplicate
the activities of the embassies of the
European Union Member States; instead they
take the lead in areas that are dealt with at the
European, rather than the national level.

Should you require more information please see:
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www.deltha.ec.europa.eu

The Delegation of the European
Commission to Thailand

19" Floor, Kian Gwan House 2

140/1 Wireless Road, Bangkok 10330
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T 19 DINAALURIL 2

140/1 DUWAINE NFANN 10330

Tel: 0 2305 2600/2700 Fax: 0 22559113
E-mail: delegation-thailand@ec.europa.eu

EUROPEAN COMMISSION
External Relations



